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the United States were brought to a conclusion, and
the able officers in command, Collins, Hull, Shufeldt,
and especially Selfridge and Menocal, had left no part
of the isthmus unexplored, while the documents which
they brought back with them were calculated to facili-
tate the labours of the Congress very materially.
" When the time arrived, and all the details relating
to the recent expeditions were in my possession, I sum-
moned the Congress, applying to all the savants,
engineers, and sailors of the Old and the New World,
as well as the chambers of commerce and the geo-
graphical societies, whom I asked to appoint delegates.
" Few assemblies have included so many illustrious
names as this great tribunal, which consisted of the
leading representatives of science, politics, and industry.
The first sitting was held on the i5th of May, 1879, at
the meeting place of the Geographical Society, nearly
every country being represented at the Congress.
Mexico sent the engineer, F. de Garay, and China the
mandarin Li-Shu-Chang. The United States were
represented by Admiral Ammen, whose wide knowledge
was of great service, Commander Selfridge, and the
engineer, Menocal; while the countries of Europe had
sent their leading geographers and engineers, such as
Sir John Hawkshaw, and Sir John Stokes, Commander
Cristoforo Negri, Signer de Gioia, the engineer Dirks,
who cut the Amsterdam canal, and his colleague Con-
rad, President Ceresole, Colonel Coello, Dr. Broch,
Admiral Likatcheff, Colonel Wouvermans, M. d'Hane
Stenhuys, and many others whose names I ought per-
haps to add, including all the most eminent scientific
men in France. With an assembly thus composed, it